Walking Out the Word:

The Gospel According to Luke

Introduction Luke 5

· Jesus declared and demonstrated the whole gospel.  After being rejected in his home town of Nazareth (Luke 4:16-30), Jesus taught with authority and the people in Capernaum were astonished (Luke 4:32).  Many teachers of the day would monotonously quote former rabbis, but Jesus’ teaching was backed by miraculous signs of God’s favor.  People would try to keep Him in one place, but he said “I must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also, because for this purpose I have been sent.”  (Luke 4:43).  
· In Luke 5, Jesus is so pressed by the multitude who desperately wanted to hear the word of God that He needed to get in Simon Peter’s boat in order to sit down to teach. The shore of the lake functioned like an amphitheater that as Jesus withdrew to the lake his voice was projected for people to hear.  The author of Luke accurately calls this body of water the Lake of Gennesaret. Although it is often referred to as the Sea of Galilee it is indeed a lake which is thirteen miles long and eight miles wide.
· The Lake of Gennasaret was the center for commercial fishing business.   Fresh fish were sold in the markets.  Fish was also preserved by salting, and then it was shipped south to Jerusalem, and even sometimes as far away as Rome.  The best time to fish was at night in shallow water. During daylight hours fishermen would clean and sell their fish as well as wash and repair their nets to be ready to fish later that night.  
· Jesus got into Simon Peter’s boat in the day, after they had toiled all night trying to catch fish but coming home with empty nets.  Peter was a captive audience as he washed and stretched out his net so that he would be ready to fish later.  Peter was ready to listen to Jesus’ teaching of the word, but he would consider himself more knowledgeable about fishing. He knew that Jesus’ trade was carpentry, and as fishermen, he knew that going fishing during the day time in deep water was a waste of time. But Peter responded to Jesus’ proceeding word and experienced miracle provision.
Read Luke 5:1-11
· Where have you toiled all night and caught nothing?  Are you ready to launch out into the deep with Jesus?

· Jesus was declaring and demonstrating the gospel of provision. God’s supply is supernaturally more sufficient than our own hard work.  

· What areas in your life do you need miraculous provision?
Read Luke 5:12-16
· The term “leprosy” denoted a variety of skin ailments including the contagious Hansen’s disease which caused body parts like fingers, toes, noses to decay on the body.  Anyone with leprosy was considered unclean and untouchable by the community.  They lived in isolation with little hope of cure or restoration to the community.
· Warren Wiersbe notes that leprosy was used as a picture of sin (Isaiah 1:4-6).  Wiersbe states:

“Like sin, leprosy is deeper than the skin (Lev. 13:3) and cannot be helped by mere “surface” measures (see Jer. 6:14).  Like sin leprosy spreads (Lev. 13:4ev. 13:3) and cannot be helped by mere “surface” measures (see Jer. 6:14).  Like sin leprosy spreads (Lev. 13:7-14), as it spreads, it defiles (Lev. 13:44-45).  Because of his defilement, a leprous person had to be isolated outside the camp (Lev. 13:46), and lost sinners one day will be isolated in hell.  People with leprosy were looked on as “dead” (Num. 12:12), and garments infected with leprosy were fit only for the fire (Lev. 13:52). “

·  Jesus reached out and touched the untouchable leper. He healed him body, mind, soul and spirit.  He was not only willing to heal him, but to also help establish him back into community by encouraging him to show himself to the priest.

· Who are the untouchables in our society today?  Are you touching the untouchables?
Read Luke 5:17-26
· Jesus showed us that our reward in the Gospel is God Himself.  To truly and intimately know Jesus is to see Him as our provider our healer and our liberator.  The miracle with the paralytic happens right in front of the scribes and Pharisees. The scribes were the lawyers of the day who devoted their life to the studying, copying, editing and teaching of the Scriptures.  The Pharisees were “set apart” as a movement which became legalistic and ritualistic in following the law.  They concentrated on external religious practices whereas Jesus confronted them with the reality that relationship with God is first and foremost a heart issue.
· Compare the faith of the friends to the faith of the Pharisees.  Who would you rather have as your friend?
· What do we learn about Jesus power to forgive in this passage?
Read Luke 5:27 - 39
· Jesus called Levi and gave him the new name Matthew, which means “gift of God.” As a tax collector, Matthew was held in public contempt. Tax collectors not only levied taxes but often made extra money for themselves.  Tax collectors and sinners are often grouped together to show that these people, by vocation or moral choices, have placed themselves outside the community of God’s covenant people.  Jesus’ choice to have fellowship with this group of people automatically brought him into conflict with the Scribes and the Pharisees.
· Jesus uses the picture of the old and new wineskins to describe people who are satisfied with the old system of the law and resistant to accepting the newness of the gospels.  Old wineskins would burst when expanding wine was poured into them.
· In what areas of your life are you like an old wineskin? Is it difficult for you to change and receive new perspective?
· CLOSE IN PRAYER: God is able to make ALL things new.  Ask Him to give you a new mind, a new heart, and a new readiness to embrace the new season with joy.
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