Walking Out the Word:

The Gospel According to Luke

Important Background to Luke 4:1-13

· Luke shares an intimate account of the temptation of Jesus that must have been told to the disciples by Jesus Himself.  Full of the Holy Spirit, Jesus was led by the Spirit to the Wilderness called Jeshimmon, which means “The Devastation.”  Its 1200 feet heights swoop down to the Dead Sea where it is fiercely hot. 

· Jesus fasted for 40 days and 40 nights.  Forty is a significant number in the Bible that speaks of trial, temptation, testing and a period of purification.  Moses stayed on the Mountain for 40 days when he was receiving the 10 commandments. The spies spent 40 days searching out the Promised Land. The Israelites spent 40 years in the wilderness until a generation died out and they entered the Promised Land.
· Jesus overcame the same temptations which Israel had yielded to in the Wilderness.  Jesus relied on the preceding word (Greek: Rhema) of God and His unbroken fellowship with the Father to conquer Satan.  

· When Satan tempted Jesus in the Wilderness for 40 days and 40 nights, Jesus completely depended on God and overcame temptation. Temptation (Greek: Peirazo) involves entangling a person in sin or discovering what good or evil, weakness or strength is in a person.  From God’s perspective temptation can be a positive test that refines and prepares someone for the next season in their lives.  

· To overcome temptation is to “pass the test.”  The problem with not passing the test is that you have to take the same test over and over until you pass. God’s tests in our lives are about purifying us, strengthening us, and preparing us for the next season of His purposes for us. 

Important Background to Luke 4:14-30:

· After overcoming temptation, Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Holy Spirit.  His name and fame spread through the region.  Galilee is in the northern part of Palestine.  The name Galilee comes from Hebrew word Galil which means circle. Galilee was literally encircled by non-Jewish nations. Galilee was the most fertile part of Palestine with a great climate and abundant water supply. Jesus’ Galilean ministry began about a year after Jesus’ baptism and temptation. 
· Jesus also began His ministry by teaching in synagogues (4:15).  The gathering place for the Jewish people was in the synagogue. Synagogues began during the Exile when Jews were unable to attend services in Jerusalem. The law said that there would be only one temple in Jerusalem, but wherever there were ten families there should be a synagogue. Sacrifices were only offered in the temple of Jerusalem and people would travel there on special occasions. Synagogues on the other hand were a part of every day life in every village and town. The president of the synagogue would invite any notable person to teach, and thus Jesus rose to prominence as he taught the Word.
· It was in Jesus’ small hometown of Nazareth that Jesus was handed a scroll of Isaiah to read and teach from in the local synagogue. Jesus sat down to teach, as was the custom of rabbis of the day. After reading Isaiah 61, Jesus boldly claims to be the promised Messiah. The people marveled that this was “Joseph’s son.” Earlier in the gospel, Luke careful gives the genealogy of Jesus in which he states that Jesus was the “supposed son of Joseph” and traces the line of descendants all the way to Adam, identifying Jesus universally with the whole human race.  Luke also carefully accounts for the virgin birth through the testimony of Mary.  The people at first respond with marvel at Jesus’ words then they move to skepticism as they suppose his earthly origin.  
· The crowd at Nazareth was angry and ready to kill Jesus when he apparently opens the gospel of the Kingdom of God to the Gentiles.  The Jews hated the Gentiles and were indignant at Jesus’ references to Gentiles (4:24-27).  The miraculous signs of Jesus did not occur as powerfully in Nazareth where people were skeptical and unbelieving.  They rejected Him and would have killed Him, but Jesus passed through the midst of them and went His way.
Important Background to Luke 4:31-44:

· Jesus spoke and ministered with authority. Other teachers would merely repeat what former rabbis taught.  Jesus spoke with conviction and His words were backed and preceded with powerful miracles. Exorcists in the time of Jesus would do superstitious ceremonies to cast out demons. Jesus simply spoke a word and commanded evil spirits to flee.  Jesus’ authority was confirmed through casting out demons and healing the sick.
· Jesus refused to promote his own popularity which He received through His miracles, but continued to go to other cities proclaiming the kingdom of God.
WORD Group Guide
Read Luke 4:1-13: 
· Opening: When Jesus entered into temptation, Luke 4:1 says that he was “filled with the Holy Spirit.”  Are you more often filled with the Holy Spirit or “running on empty” when you encounter temptations in any area of life? 
· Luke 4: What was the nature of each or the three temptations?  How do these temptations compare to     I John 2:16? How did Jesus overcome each temptation?
· Personal Application: Think of a test that you are facing right now:

· What truth from the Word should you speak to that test, in faith, to overcome?

· What is the Holy Spirit saying to you in prayer about this test?

· How have you experienced the Love of the Father in previous testing that you can bring into this test? 
Read Luke 4:14-30: 
· What are the specific elements of Jesus’ mission statement in Luke 4:18-19? How does this mission statement impact the daily mission of Christians in today’s world?
· Jesus was rejected by those that he knew, loved and served most of His life.  Have you ever been rejected for the cause of Christ?  If so, when and what was your response?
Read Luke 4:31-44: 
· Do you walk in confidence in your authority in Christ or are there areas in your life that you struggle with insecurity?  Are you willing to go to those who need to hear about Jesus or do you tend to stay where you are comfortable?
· Closing: Who are people that you are presently sharing the kingdom of God with?  Take time to pray for those that you are sharing Jesus with.
