Walking Out the Word:

The Gospel According to Luke

Important Background to the Gospel of Luke: 
· The Gospel of Luke is full of stories of people who walked in simple faith in Jesus and experienced a supernatural force that caused their ordinary lives to become extraordinary because of their relationship to Jesus.

· As you read the Introduction to the Gospel of Luke in your WORD guide, remember that it is written to a Gentile audience. Luke is interested in showing how Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world.  Luke wants the Gospel to expand into the nations of the world.
· Luke is communicated primarily through vivid stories. The literary quality of Luke is the highest of all the Gospels. Luke is interested in people, especially those in trouble, and how Jesus changed their lives.  

· In the first three chapters of Luke we have stories of people that we can relate to and we can connect with the song that they sing to God.  

· Mary’s Song: “You have chosen me for more than I ever imagined.” Mary was a young woman and wasn’t very significant in her culture, but she had a simple faith that opened her to the supernatural power of God. Of all people, God chose a poor lowly peasant girl who was betrothed to a poor lowly peasant man.  The Holy Spirit came upon Mary and she conceived.  In a similar way the Holy Spirit’s abilities will overshadow your abilities as you obtain the promises of God by believing for them.
· Zacharias’ Song: “You have given us a redemptive destiny in spite of our human weakness.” Zacharias missed it when an angel of the Lord appeared to him, but God was still merciful.  God uses imperfect people to do a perfect work.  If God used them, He can use you.
· Simeon’s Song: “You have made good on everything you promised.” Simeon waited on God to fulfill the promise that was in his heart.  When he first saw the baby Jesus, he received him as a promise to knock down every wall between Jew and Gentile, man and woman, rich and poor, young and old, every dividing line.

Things to talk about in Walking Out the Word: 
· Opening: Which one of the three songs listed above do you most relate to presently? Why?
· Luke 1: Compare the opening of Luke with Mathew and Mark, how is Luke unique?  Who is “Theophilus”?  Why does Luke stress the fact that Elizabeth was barren? Look at the relationship of Elizabeth and Mary.  Do you have relationships like this where you are encouraged that God is in the midst of your story?  Take time to make a list of all the things that Zechariah praises God for in Luke 1:67-80.  What is significant about this list?
· Luke 2: How does the story of Jesus’ birth in Luke 2:1-21 show God’s hand in orchestrating His destiny for all people?  What do you learn about the character of Jesus in 2:41-52?
· Luke 3: Describe John the Baptist.  How does his birth story prepare him as a forerunner to Jesus?  What was John’s relationship to Jesus?
· Closing: Spend time composing a “valentine to God” in prayer.  Thank Him.
