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I. Introduction to The Gospel According to Luke
A. Author: 
This gospel is attributed to Luke, a much loved doctor (Col. 4:14) who is believed to have written both Luke and Acts and dedicated both books to Theophilus.  Luke was Paul’s friend and companion (2 Timothy 4:11; Philemon 24). He traveled with Paul on his missionary journeys.  He is a Gentile writer who wrote the story of Jesus for other Gentiles.

Luke is a Greek Physician.  He writes about illnesses with more detail than that which is found in Matthew and Mark (Luke 4:38; 5:12). It is interesting that he also omits Mark’s comment that the woman who had a flow of blood for twelve years “had suffered many things from many physicians. She had spent all that she had and was no better, but rather grew worse” (Mark 5:26-27).  Luke respected the medical field which during this time period had made great advances. For example, doctors of the time understood the necessity of amputation for gangrene. They new the art of sealing off arteries so that people would not bleed to death.  Doctors used antiseptics and understood the importance of cleanliness.  In Palestine, doctors used lancets and cutting tools of unique kinds and were able to perform tracheotomies for an obstructed larynx.  Doctors conducted brain and eye surgeries. They used needles for suturing as well as surgical scissors.  Physicians used catheters on patients. The Sanhedrin had a law that every town in the land had to have a physician.  Sadly, much of the medical advances occurred because of the medical interest in doing autopsies on victims who died in the Roman Coliseum.  In fact, surgeons, waiting in the wings of the Coliseum asked for the victims to be dragged into exploratory surgeries, so that they could operate on them while they were still living.  They did this to learn about the human body, not to resuscitate the dying person.   Luke as a physician of the day was very educated and had likely held a prominent role in society. Luke, as an author, did thorough research.  He must have conducted many personal interviews.  There are details that only Luke could know about if he talked to people like Mary the mother of Jesus and Zechariah (Luke says that the angels stood on the right side of the altar). An early non-canonical document called the Prologue of Luke states that Luke was unmarried and childless and died at the age of 84.
B. Reason for Writing: Luke wrote to give an orderly account (Luke 1:1-4). He was concerned with accuracy of early origins and gave a priority to eyewitness accounts.  His aim was to be comprehensively accurate and to present the material in a logical order.  

C. Audience:  

Luke wrote to most excellent “Theophilus” (Luke 1:3 & Acts 1:1), which means “friend of God.” The name “Theophilus” could be a universal reference to everyone who would make Jesus their friend.  However, it is more likely that Theophilus was a Roman government official since the term “most excellent” was usually reserved for a person of rank and influence. 
Luke’s attention to detail is noticed when he brings clarity to the dates of the conception and birth of John the Baptist and Jesus by referring to the Roman rulers that governed at the time (Luke 1:5; 2:1-2).  Since Luke is writing to a primarily Gentile audience, he leaves out much of Jewish law and concerns. In his writing Luke translates Hebrew words into Greek words for the sake of his audience.  So Luke does not refer to Jesus as “rabbi” (a Hebrew title for teacher), but he uses the Greek word for “master.” When referring to the place where Jesus was crucified he uses the Greek translation of “the place of the skull” rather than the Hebrew name “Golgotha.”

Luke writes primarily to Greeks who were concerned with universal themes.  To Luke, Jesus is the ideal man. Luke traces Jesus’ lineage back to Adam who founded the human race.  This is different from Matthew who traces Jesus lineage back to Abraham who founded the Jewish race.  In contrast to Matthew, who often quotes the Old Testament to demonstrate how Jesus fulfills Old Testament prophecy, Luke rarely uses these quotations. Luke wanted to make sure that his audience understood that although this was a Jewish messiah, Jesus died for all of humanity.
D. Date: There is no conclusive evidence to the exact date but is thought to have been written between A.D. 59-75.

E. Unique Features: 
Luke’s gospel is the longest and it uses the most detail.  Luke uses the phrase “Son of Man” twenty six times.  He emphasizes the humanity of Christ and links Jesus with the figure in Daniel 7:13.  Jesus as the perfect, ideal man brings hope to the human race.  He traces Christ’s ancestry back to Adam (3:38).  Luke also shows the importance of women in Jesus’ ministry and tells more stories about women than any other gospel. Luke writes a Gospel of Praise which records the great songs of the Mary (1:46-55); Zechariah (1:68-79); Angels (2:14) and Simeon (2:29-32). Finally, Luke is a Gospel of Prayer where Jesus is shown as praying consistently and powerfully (Luke 3:21;  5:15-16;   6:12;  9:18,29;  10:17,21;  11:1;  22:39-46;  23:34-46).  
Luke’s gospel emphasizes Christ’s message as universal. Jesus is the Savior of the whole world who brings great rejoicing.    Luke’s gospel is full of gladness as he uses words like “laugh” (6:21) and “joy” (6:23) and “merry” (15:23). The celebration centers on the reality that Jesus came not only to save the Jewish people but everyone in the world.

Jesus came for every race, age and culture, even the hated Samaritans.  Luke includes the parable about the “good Samaritan” (Luke 10:25-37).  Luke seems to welcome those who had been rejected by society such as the poor, women and children.  Luke is the only book to detail Jesus’ childhood (Luke 2:1-52), and he expresses Jesus’ call to minister to the poor (Luke 4:18).  Jesus says in Luke 13:29, believing gentiles, who were called last “will come from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and sit down in the kingdom of God.”  He contrasts this to the unbelieving Jews, who were called first but will be excluded because of their unbelief.  Jesus indeed is seen to be a universal savior.

F. Recommended Study

Use the outline below to guide you as you browse through the book.  Look for major themes and uniqueness to Luke’s gospel.  Spend time meditating on the songs written about Jesus’ birth (Luke 1:46-55; 68-79; 2:14; 29-32) and use these songs to worship Him. If you have never written a song, consider penning lyrics that would describe your own joy and thanksgiving for Jesus who came as your savior.

II. Outline of The Gospel of Luke

A. The coming and Preparation of the Son of Man (1:1-4:13)

1.  The boyhood of Jesus (only gospel)

2.  Genealogy (Different than Matthew)
The “legal” line in Luke comes through Joseph

The “natural” line comes through Mary
3. Preparation for public ministry

B. The Ministry of the Son of Man in Galilee (4:14-9:50)

C. The Ministry of the Son of Man on the way to Jerusalem (9:51-19:28)

D. The Ministry of the Son of Man in Jerusalem (19:29-21:38)

E. The Suffering, Death, and Resurrection of the Son of Man (22:1-24:53)
